
28.87.220 Zoning Information Report.   
 
 A. STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT. 
  These regulations are intended to require a Zoning Information Report for purchasers of residential property, 
setting forth matters of City record pertaining to the authorized use, occupancy, zoning and the results of a physical 
inspection of the property.  Primary purpose of the report is to provide information to the potential buyer of 
residential property concerning the zoning and permitted use of the property.   
 B. DEFINITIONS.   
  1. "Owner" shall mean any person, co-partnership, association, corporation or fiduciary having legal or 
equitable title or any interest in any real property.   
  2. "Residential property" shall mean any improved real property, designed or permitted to be used for any 
residential purpose, situated in the City and shall include the building or structures located on said improved real 
property.   
  3. "Agreement of sale" shall mean any agreement or written instrument which provides that title to any 
property shall thereafter be transferred for consideration from one (1) owner to another owner.   
 C. REPORT REQUIRED.   
  1. Application.  Except where a sale is exempt from the requirements of this section pursuant to 
Subsection G below, no later than five (5) days after entering into an "agreement of sale" of any residential property, 
the owner or owner's authorized representative shall make application to the City for a Zoning Information Report to 
the Community Development Director on a form provided, and pay a fee as established by resolution of the City 
Council. 
   Under normal circumstances the report will be available no later than fifteen (15) working days after the 
application is received by the Community Development Director.   
  2. Copy to Buyer.  Said owner or owner's authorized representative shall provide a copy of the report to 
the buyer or buyer's authorized representative no later than three (3) days prior to consummation of the transfer of 
title.  The buyer or buyer's authorized representative may waive in writing the requirement for delivery three (3) days 
prior to consummation of the transfer of title but in any event the report shall be provided to the buyer or buyer's 
authorized representative prior to the consummation of the transfer of title. 
  3. Proof of Receipt.  Proof of receipt of a copy of the report shall be obtained by the owner or owner's 
authorized representative prior to consummation of the transfer of title.  Said proof shall consist of a statement signed 
by the buyer or buyer's authorized representative stating that the report has been received, the date of the report and 
the date it was received.  City shall provide a receipt form with each zoning information report.  The original of the 
signed proof of receipt shall be mailed or delivered to the Community Development Director of the City no later than 
the consummation of the transfer of title.   
 D. CONTENTS OF ZONING INFORMATION REPORT.   
  The Community Development Director shall review the applicable City records and provide the applicant the 
following information on the Zoning Information Report:   
  1. Street address and parcel number of the property.   
  2. The zone classification and permitted uses as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Santa 
Barbara.   
  3. Occupancy and use permitted as indicated and established by records.   
  4. Variance, special use permits, conditional use permits, modifications and other administrative acts of 
record.   
  5. Any special restrictions in use or development which are recorded in City records and may apply to the 
property.   
  6. Any known nonconformities or violations of any ordinances or law.   
  7. The results of a physical inspection for compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and for compliance with 
Chapter 14.46 of this Code.   
  8. A statement of whether the real property has had a Building Sewer Lateral Report prepared for the real 
property pursuant to the requirements of Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 14.46 within the five (5) year period 
prior to the preparation of the Zoning Information Report and, if so, that a copy of the Building Sewer Lateral Report 
is available from the City for the buyer’s inspection. All Zoning Information Reports shall also contain an advisory 
statement (in bold not less than 10 point typeface) prepared by the Public Works Director which advises a purchaser 
of residential real property regarding the potential problems and concerns caused by an inadequate, failing, or poorly-
maintained Building Sewer Lateral. In addition, the standard required advisory statement shall indicate the 
advisability of a purchaser obtaining a recently-prepared Building Sewer Lateral Inspection Report. 
 E. VIOLATION OF LAW NOT PERMITTED.   
  Any report issued pursuant to this section shall not constitute authorization to violate any ordinance or law, 
regardless of whether the report issued pursuant to this section purports to authorize such violation or not.   
 F. EXPIRATION OF REPORT.   
  Each report shall be valid for a period of twelve (12) months after date of issue or until a transfer of title 
occurs, whichever is sooner.   



 G. EXEMPTIONS. 
  The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following sales: 
  1. The first sale of each separate residential building located in a subdivision where the final subdivision or 
parcel map has been approved and recorded in accordance with the Subdivision Map Act not more than two (2) years 
prior to the first sale. 
  2. The sale of any residential property on which a new home is under construction pursuant to a valid 
building permit; or  
  3. The sale of any residential property where the final building permit inspection on a new home was issued 
within three (3) months of the date on which the owner entered into the agreement for the sale of a home to the buyer. 
  4. The sale of a condominium unit.     
 H. EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE. 
  It shall be unlawful for any owner to consummate the transfer of title to any residential property without 
providing the transferee with a Zoning Information Report as required in this Section 28.87.220.  The failure to 
comply with the provisions of this Section shall not invalidate the transfer or conveyance of real property to a bona 
fide purchaser or encumbrancer for value.  (Ord. 5537, 2010; Ord. 5396, 2006; Ord. 4932, 1995; Ord. 4106, 1981; 
Ord. 3986, 1979; Ord. 3843, 1976; Ord. 3826, 1976.)   

 


